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EZRA 1:1-4 

 

 
 
 
As the book of Ezra opens, we need to both understand the backstory as well as 
be able to identify with it.  The exile is the darkest period in Israel's history, 
representing the full consequences of their refusal to follow the LORD and enjoy 
their relationship with Him.  The result is the loss of their land, the loss of their 
independence, and the destruction of the temple -- the very center of their life 
and worship.  They have lost so much; but the most devastating loss has been 
the loss of their relationship with God.  This is true darkness. 
 
But even in this darkness, God's promises of renewal shine brightly.  The people 
have clung to these promises for almost 70 years -- and now, God is fulfilling His 
promises to restore His people, to rebuild His house, and to renew His 
relationship with those He loves.  He never abandoned them, even while they 
abandoned Him.  Ezra 1 opens with a powerful proclamation that God keeps his 
promises (like the ones made through Jeremiah the prophet), and that a new 
work is about to begin... a new work of renewal! 
 
 

EVEN IN THE DARKNESS, 
WE PUT OUR HOPE 

IN GOD'S PROMISE TO RENEW 
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1.1 

MONDAY 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

Read over Jeremiah 29:10–14 several times. What 
is it about these promises of God that grab your 
attention? Pause on what seems important. Talk 
with God throughout the day about any thoughts, 
feelings, or questions that this passage provokes.  

    

At the end of the day, write a prayer that expresses 
your deepest questions or desires for God in 
regards to his promises.  
 

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to 
bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 
you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
 

--Jeremiah 29:10-14 
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1.2 

TUESDAY 
 

 
 
 

 

 

As Ezra opens, we look back to Jeremiah the prophet to 
be reminded that, even in places of great darkness; the 
presence of God can be found if we seek him with all of 
our heart.   
 
          What would it look like to seek God  
          with all your heart today? 
 
As you go through your day, pay attention to what God 
is doing around you and in you and through you; look 
for signs of His presence. 
 
 

    

Reflect back on your day.  Where did you perceive 
God's presence with you? (Maybe, even in dark places.) 
Record your findings. Journal about what you 
discovered about seeking God with all of your heart.  

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to 
bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 
you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
 

--Jeremiah 29:10-14 
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1.3 

WEDNESDAY 
 

 
 
 

 

     God's promise to the people in Jeremiah's day was 
made to a people who were being completely 
unfaithful to Him.  They didn't deserve it; they had 
chosen to turn their back on their God. How does the 
fact that God would make this promise of renewal to 
the very people who had been unfaithful to him speak 
to you? 
     Keep a running conversation going with God as you 
notice His faithfulness to you -- and your ability to be 
faithful to him as you go through the day. 
 

    

     In what ways did God show Himself faithful to you 
today?  In what ways did you (or didn't you) show 
yourself faithful to Him in response?  Let what you are 
noticing about God’s faithfulness flow into a time of 
worship. Take a walk or a drive alone with God and 
worship him with singing and gratitude for his 
faithfulness. 

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to 
bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 
you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
 

--Jeremiah 29:10-14 
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1.4 

THURSDAY 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

The book of Ezra opens with the amazing hope of 
renewal for God's people who have been in captivity. In 
Jesus, we also have been given the amazing hope of 
being freed from spiritual captivity in our sinfulness to 
having a renewed relationship with God. Even though 
we have this amazing hope, we still struggle with our 
sinfulness. 
 
          What is an obstacle in your life that gets  
          in the way of responding to God’s renewal? 
 
 

    

Talk to the Lord tonight about your desire for freedom 
from a sinful tendency, in a time of confession and 
prayer for strength. Make a plan to share and pray 
about this with a trusted Christian friend or your small 
group. 

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to 
bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 
you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
 

--Jeremiah 29:10-14 
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1.5 

FRIDAY 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

According to Jeremiah 29: 10-14, the center of God’s 
plan for his people is a renewed relationship with him. 
When you consider plans for your future, is seeking a 
renewed walk with God your central focus? 
 
          As you go through your day,  
          notice what other things are competing  
          for your future hopes and plans. 
 
 

    

Close your day with an honest time of putting into 
practice the words, “Then you will call on me and come 
and pray to me, and I will listen to you.”    

10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to 
bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 
you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
 

--Jeremiah 29:10-14 
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1.6 

SATURDAY 
(WEEKLY REVIEW) 

 
 
 

 
Look back over your week. 

 
What have you seen of God’s presence and faithfulness?  

What have you learned about seeking him with all of your heart?  
What do you want to remember going forward? 

 


