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Ezra 2:1-70 

 

 
  
 
Ezra 2 is a big list of names:  It's a census as God's people are being 
rescued from the exile.  If you were with us on Sunday, you heard that some 
of these lists throughout the Scriptures can reveal so much about God's 
character and nature.  It's not just a list -- it can be a window into the heart 
of God.  In the case of Ezra 2, we look at a list, and discover a God who 
welcomes us by name yet who invites us on His terms. 
 
This same "whole" God (as opposed to half-a-god) has been teaching us 
about Himself throughout Scripture.  There's an important passage from 
Isaiah 55 that complements our study of Ezra 2, and we present it here as 
the basis for this week's "Going Deeper" reflection questions. 
 
As you move through these reflection questions this week, be mindful of 
how God is both a God of love and a God who is holy.  Keep in mind the call 
to put God first in every area of our lives.  And draw near to a God who 
knows you by name even as He calls you to put Him first. 
 
 

God welcomes us by name, 
but invites us on His terms. 

 



 

community church of east gloucester 
seven chapel street, gloucester, massachusetts 

https://eastgloucester.org  |  goingdeeper@eastgloucester.org 

2.1 

MONDAY 
 

 
 
 

 

After listening to Pastor Tim’s sermon on Ezra 2, read 
over Isaiah 55:6-9. What connections do you see in 
Isaiah to the main idea from the sermon that, “God 
welcomes us by name – but invites us on His terms”? 
What stands out to you today as you read this 
passage? Write down a phrase or a thought from this 
passage and carry it with you through the day. Talk to 
the Lord about it. 
 
 

    

Make note of what you noticed today as you prayed 
about these verses. How did God speak to you as 
you spent time turned towards Him today? Spend five 
minutes in prayer asking God to give you the 
awareness of his presence this week that you may be 
able to draw near and talk to the Lord through this 
passage this week.  
 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
  Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways,” 
         declares the Lord. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

- Isaiah 55:6-9 
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2.2 

TUESDAY 
 
Ezra 2 reveals that God welcomes us by name – but invites us on His 
terms. We see in this passage in Isaiah that God is both ‘near’ (Isa. 55:6) 
and indescribably holy and “higher” (Isaiah 55:9) than us. But, are we 
okay with God being higher than us? Or do we still hold onto the “hope” 
from the ‘original sin’ that we would be “like God” and somehow not 
need Him? The truth of God’s holiness, sovereignty, and power should 
draw us into wonder and awe of all that He is that we may be captured 
by his love. 
 

 

The ‘Breath Prayer’ is a centuries old practice of 
praying a short prayer that can be repeated in one 
breath as often throughout the day as possible that it 
may become rooted in one’s heart. Throughout the 
day today, try praying “your ways are higher than my 
ways” as you breathe in – and “Help me turn to you 
Lord” as you breathe out. Try to practice this as often 
as you can in order to draw you into worship of the 
God who is holy throughout your day.  
 

    

Before you rest for the night, take a moment to reflect 
on your day. How did a day spent in worship of 
Jesus, even as you took breaths, affect the way you 
usually respond to the moments of your day? Spend 
time in worship recalling how in every breath of your 
day – God’s ways were higher. 
 
Consider responding by singing or reciting the words 
of the Doxology. As you do so, think about how every 
breath that allows you to sing is a gift from a holy 
God.  
        “Praise God from whom all blessings Flow 
          Praise Him, all creatures here below 
          Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
          Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
              Amen.” 
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2.3 

WEDNESDAY 
 

 
 
On Sunday morning, we were encouraged by God’s welcome of 
foreigners (people who were not yet a part of the Old Testament people 
of God), who have forsaken their past way of life to become part of the 
people of God. Isaiah 55:7 picks up this theme and expands it to include 
even the wicked and the evildoer.  
 

 
  

 

How does this display of God’s pardon and mercy for 
both the wayward people of God and the foreigners 
recall the work of Jesus in your own life? The fact that 
God welcomes us by name in the midst of our 
rebellion should draw us into joyful gratitude. Read 
over Isaiah 55: 7 a couple of times and reflect on how 
much God loves you and is in pursuit of every area of 
your heart today. 
 

    

How did God’s love and mercy speak into your life 
today? Did a recognition of God’s incredible mercy 
today invite a desire in you to lean into God’s ongoing 
pursuit of your heart more? Take a moment this 
evening and rewrite Isaiah 55:7 from your perspective 
as a prayer. As you pray this piece of scripture 
remember that Jesus’ “grace is sufficient”.  
 

7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 
       and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
  Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
 

Isaiah 55:7 
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2.4 

THURSDAY 
 

 
 
 
Yesterday we reflected on how God’s welcome has impacted each of 
our stories of salvation. But, God’s startlingly gracious welcome to the 
outsider (Ezra 2), even the wicked and unrighteous (Isaiah 55:7), also 
works to challenge our prejudices for who God desires to reach out to. 
 
 

 
  

 

As you go through your day, take note of who God 
may be calling you to reach out to as He confronts 
your own prejudices. 

    

Take some time to review the people you've 
interacted with today. Did you have the opportunity to 
express or share the Good News of God’s grace to 
anyone? Think through how God can be inviting you 
to be an instrument to share his welcome and grace 
to someone you may have never thought about 
before. Spend some time praying for them by name - 
remembering that God welcomes us all by name.  
 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
  Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

-- Isaiah 55:6-7 
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2.5 

FRIDAY 
 

 
 
 
We who believe in Jesus, have been brought near to God. Isaiah 55:6 
invites us to seek God when he can be found, and to call upon him when 
he is near. Like calling out to a friend while we are lost in the wilderness, 
we are invited to call upon God while He is in earshot, before we wander 
further away. Does this imagery resonate with your faith journey? 
 

 

Examine where you sit this morning. How have you 
have felt God’s nearness this week? Are there places 
in your life that you have felt distant from God this 
week? “Call on” the Lord this morning, and 
throughout your day, that he may reveal his perfect 
presence throughout your day. Consider fasting from 
something you usually do throughout your day in 
order to help you remember to continuously “call on” 
Jesus in all you do today.  
 

    

Before you sleep tonight – make note of how a day 
spent trying to notice God’s nearness went. What 
were the obstacles? What allowed you to recall God’s 
presence? Take a moment to journal about the state 
of your soul. Be honest, and consider how God is 
inviting you to grow in recognition of His presence.  
 
 
 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
  Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

-- Isaiah 55:6-7 
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2.6 

SATURDAY 
 
 

 

 

What have you seen of God's welcome and his 
holiness this week? Do you look to God to guide and 
direct your ways simply because He is God? Do you 
remember the depth of God’s grace for you and for 
those who are outsiders? Identify one thing from this 
week that you feel like God is specifically calling you 
to grow in more. Consider sharing this with a trusted 
friend or your small group that they may pray for you! 
 

    

Tonight before bed, read ahead into the book of Ezra. 
Tomorrow, Jess Joles will be teaching from Ezra 
3.  Familiarize yourself with this text as you prepare to 
meet with God to worship together with His people in 
the morning. 
 


