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Ezra 3 
 

 
  
 
Ezra 3 is the first "action chapter" of the book.  With great hope and joy, the 
people of God have returned from Babylon to their prized city of Jerusalem, 
only to find devastation and hostility all around them.  They are afraid 
because the peoples that surround them are against them; and the 
landscape is littered with the rubble of their ruined relationship with God.  
The city walls have been torn down; homes have been destroyed; the 
temple has been razed to the ground and not a stone has been left standing 
upon another.  It must have been hard to come around the corner and see 
their city in ruin; it must have been hard to adjust their expectation of what 
God's renewal would be like.  His renewal doesn't come once they're safe 
and sound; His renewal doesn't happen once the temple has been rebuilt.   
 
The beauty of God's renewal is that in the midst of their fear, and while 
surrounded by rubble, God's people respond to His character in worship. 
Before they rebuilt their city (addressing their fear) and before they rebuilt, 
or even laid the foundations of the temple (clearing away the rubble), they 
focus their eyes on the goodness and faithfulness of their God. They focus 
their attention on their relationship with their God.  They respond to Him in 
worship. 
 
So it turns out that renewal is messy. Join us this week as we go deeper in 
Ezra 3 to reflect on how God's renewal often begins, not once we're safe 
and not once our lives cleaned up from our brokenness, when God meets 
us right smack in the middle of our fear and rubble and invites us to worship 
Him first.   

Renewal often begins in the midst of fear and rubble 
as we fix our eyes on Him and worship. 
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4.1 

MONDAY 
 

 
 
We read in Ezra 3 that after settling in their own towns, the first thing the 
Israelites did collectively was to begin building an altar to the God of 
Israel. The burnt offerings they sacrificed were outward signs of their 
heart to worship God amidst the fear and vulnerability. If they gave into 
their fears, they would have focused on building a wall of defense first, 
rather than building an altar for sacrifices. But they didn’t do that. 
Worship came first.  
 

 

What is your first response to the fears and 
challenges you face?  What do you run to first for 
support? What defensive walls do you build around 
yourself rather than bringing your fears to God? 
Today, when you face fears and challenges, actively 
praise God before turning anywhere else for your 
support and your defense. 
 

    

Has intentionally praising God as your first response 
changed your heart towards Him today? Take some 
time to reflect, pray, and journal about how your daily 
practices affect your heart condition. 
 
 

1 When the seventh month came and the Israelites had 
settled in their towns, the people assembled together as one 
in Jerusalem. 2 Then Joshua son of Jozadak and his fellow 
priests and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his associates 
began to build the altar of the God of Israel to sacrifice 
burnt offerings on it, in accordance with what is written in 
the Law of Moses the man of God. 3 Despite their fear of the 
peoples around them, they built the altar on its foundation 
and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the Lord, both the 
morning and evening sacrifices.     

- Ezra 3:1-3 
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4.2 

TUESDAY 
 

 
 
In Ezra 3, God was clearly bringing about renewal in the life of his 
people. However, not everything was perfect or easy; there was fear and 
rubble to deal with. The new inhabitants of Jerusalem were vulnerable 
and afraid. There also would have been many hardships in relocating, 
making new homes and fields, and establishing new order, roles, and 
leadership. Despite their circumstances, the people chose to remember 
God’s love and goodness. 
 

 

Is your experience of God’s love for you dependent 
on circumstances? Do you only sense God’s love 
when things are going well? Or are you able to see 
beyond your circumstances, knowing that God‘s 
goodness and love are steadfast?  Talk to God 
honestly about your ability to accept his love for you, 
regardless of your how you may feel about yourself or 
regardless of your circumstances. 
 

    

Ask the Lord tonight for a softened heart in places 
that have felt hardened toward believing his love and 
his goodness. Look up  Ephesians 3:16-21 and pray 
Paul’s prayer for yourself as you ask God to know his 
love more fully. 

  

3 Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built 
the altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on 
it to the Lord, both the morning and evening sacrifices.  
     
11 With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord:  “He 
is good; his love toward Israel endures forever.”  
 
            Ezra 3:3,11 
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4.3 

WEDNESDAY 
 

 
 
God stirred the hearts of the people to rebuild the temple and they 
obeyed God and “began the work”. There were masons, carpenters, 
buyers and transporters of goods, supervisors, and many more. Obeying 
God and being faithful to him in our work can be an act of worship and 
also a place in which God will renew us. 
 

 

What would it be like to view your work today as an 
act of worship? As you use your gifts and skills to 
accomplish your daily tasks at work or at home, invite 
God’s presence and his work of renewal to be right in 
the middle of all you do. Look at your daily schedule. 
How could you be intentional about using the natural 
breaks in your day to check in with Jesus about how 
this is going? 
 

    

Journal about your day. Did you find you were you 
able to worship God as you accomplished your work 
throughout the day? What made it difficult or easy? 
How did viewing your work as worship affect your 
focus on God and your ability to serve others with 
grace today?  What do you want to remember, as you 
try this again tomorrow? 
 

7 Then they gave money to the masons and carpenters, and 
gave food and drink and olive oil to the people of Sidon and 
Tyre, so that they would bring cedar logs by sea from 
Lebanon to Joppa, as authorized by Cyrus king of Persia. 
8 In the second month of the second year after their arrival 
at the house of God in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak and the rest of the people 
(the priests and the Levites and all who had returned from 
the captivity to Jerusalem) began the work.  

 Ezra 3: 7- 8 
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4.4 

THURSDAY 
 

 
 
Every good builder knows that in order to build a strong, stable 
structure, there needs to be a strong foundation. The altar being built on 
its foundation can be a great metaphor for remembering that there were 
prescribed ways to come before God, according to what was written. 
Returning to the foundations and teachings of the Law, was part of the 
renewal that God had for his people.  
 
In the same way, as we seek for God to renew us in Jesus, we have the 
teachings of Jesus that have been written down for us to follow. As we 
learn his ways and put them into practice, Jesus becomes our 
foundation. Read Matthew 7:24-26 below: 
 

    24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on 
the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice 
is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain 
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  
 

(continued...) 

3 Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built 
the altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on 
it to the Lord, both the morning and evening sacrifices. 
4 Then in accordance with what is written, they celebrated 
the Festival of Tabernacles with the required number of 
burnt offerings prescribed for each day. 5 After that, they 
presented the regular burnt offerings, the New Moon 
sacrifices and the sacrifices for all the appointed sacred 
festivals of the Lord, as well as those brought as freewill 
offerings to the Lord. 

Ezra 3:3-5 
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4.5 

THURSDAY 
(continued) 

 

 
  

 

Spend a few minutes prayerfully reading over the 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5,6 and 7 
that precedes these verses. What is one thing that 
catches your attention? Take it with you into your day 
asking Jesus to help you to put it into practice.  
 

    

How did carrying Jesus’ teaching with you affect a 
sense of renewal in you? Did you notice God’s 
presence with you as you responded with a desire to 
practice his teachings? What does it look like for God 
to change us from the inside out? Talk to a trusted 
friend or your small group about what you are 
discovering. 
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4.6 

FRIDAY 
 

 
 
In the beginning chapters of Ezra, we are introduced to a people who 
have not been a unified people for over seventy years. They have been a 
people who have been scattered, who have been without a place to call 
their own or a temple in which to gather as the people of God.  With their 
return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple, they once again are united 
with a common purpose, a common Law of God, and common 
resources, all provided by their One God who is their strong foundation. 
In the same way, we are also unified with the other members of God’s 
family, because we are all built on the same foundation, where Jesus is 
the chief cornerstone.  
 

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but 
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the 
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 
temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are being built together 
to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”  

 
Ephesians 2: 19-22 

 
 
 
(continued...) 

 “When the seventh month came and the Israelites had 
settled in their towns, the people assembled together as 
one in Jerusalem.” 

 Ezra 3:1 
 
 



 

community church of east gloucester 
seven chapel street, gloucester, massachusetts 

https://eastgloucester.org  |  goingdeeper@eastgloucester.org 

4.7 

 

Consider this morning, those whom God has put you 
in community with; as a family of believers, growing 
together side by side and unified by Christ. Perhaps 
focus on one or two people to pray for throughout the 
day.  Is there someone who may need a note or word 
of encouragement?   
 
Maybe you realize that community with other 
believers is not something you are experiencing right 
now. What next step toward getting connected would 
Jesus be inviting you to initiate? 
 
Or is there someone you notice that may need an 
invitation? How can you reach out to welcome 
someone into an experience of being a part of the 
family of God in a deeper way?   
 
Ask God to lead you in your thoughts and actions 
today.  
 
 

    

Did God stir in your heart today with any thoughts or 
feelings about your place in “this dwelling in which 
God lives by his Spirit”, called the family of God’s 
people? Take some time tonight to listen to the Spirit 
with openness about how you can “join together” with 
others, with Jesus as your common foundation. 
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4.8 

SATURDAY 
 
 
The people gathered together to celebrate the “milestones” and worship 
God at various stages in the process of renewal. Even before the 
foundation of the temple was built, an altar for burning sacrifices was 
made. The people gathered to worship, make sacrifices, and celebrate 
the Feast of Tabernacles.  Then they gathered again to worship and 
celebrate the completion of the temple foundation. 
 
 

 

 

God takes us through many stages of renewal and 
growth. Each step is a “milestone” in the journey of 
renewal. One step may simply feel like being 
awakened from sleep and recognizing God in a new 
way. Another may be experiencing God in the 
community of other believers in a new way. Still, 
another could be realizing that God is using you and 
causing you to bear the fruit of the Spirit to show his 
love to others. Or maybe God is drawing you inward 
to a place of knowing him better. Each small step in 
the process is significant, It is worthy of our attention, 
our worship, and celebration. Ask God to bring to 
your attention what he is doing right now, this week, 
in the process of renewal.  
 
 

    

Worship and Celebrate! Who could you call to share 
and celebrate what God has been up to? Make a plan 
to do something special together as a way of 
celebrating and worshipping God’s work in your lives. 
Prepare to bring what renewal “milestone” you are 
aware of to our worship gathering on Sunday, offering 
it back to God as praise and gratitude from your 
heart. 
 
 


