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Ezra 4 

 

 
 
Ezra chapter four is a story of opposition.  They had finally returned from 
exile.  They were finally back to Jerusalem.  They were finally starting to 
rebuild their lives with God.  And then, just as things were getting started, 
the opposition came.  The peoples around them tried to work their way into  
their community to distort their worship; and when that didn't work, they 
bribed officials and intimidated the people to obstruct their progress on 
rebuilding the temple.  And that worked.  The rebuilding of the temple 
stalled out for more than a decade. 
 
One of the most challenging truths taught in the Scriptures is that 
sometimes God allows us to face opposition and hardship, even when 
we're desperate for renewal.  Even more challenging is the idea that God 
might even use the experience of opposition to accomplish some of the 
very renewal we're seeking.  For when we encounter opposition, we are 
forced to depend on the Lord and not ourselves, and God's glory shines 
through that dependency.  Additionally, when we encounter opposition, 
God can use it to shape our character so that we become steadfast, 
mature and complete as we live each day in a relationship of trust and 
intimacy with our God.  So when opposition comes, we should expect it; 
we should understand it; and above all, we should draw near to God 
through it. 
 
This week, we're going deeper into this idea of experiencing opposition, 
and looking for how God can renew us even in the midst of such 
challenges.

“As renewal begins, expect opposition.” 
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4.1 

MONDAY 
 

 
 
After listening to Pastor Tim’s sermon on Ezra 4, read over James 1:2-
4. Since we are looking at Ezra through the lens of seeing how God 
renews things - consider how you would define renewal. Does your 
definition depend on things going well? The book of James carries on 
the themes of opposition in Ezra 4, and even tells us to “consider it pure 
joy” when we “face trials of many kinds” because God uses trials to 
accomplish His purposes.  
 

  

 

During the day today, take time to reflect on how 
trials and opposition to your relationship with God 
has in the past, or perhaps even now, been used by 
God to work bringing His renewal in your life.  
 

    

The call to “consider it pure joy” when we face 
opposition or trials can seem impossible. Many of us 
have endured or are currently enduring active 
opposition from those in our families, communities, 
or workplaces to our relationship with God. Think 
about those trials. Take a moment and ask God, 
“How were/are you working for my renewal in this 
opposition”? God invites us throughout scripture to 
turn to him even in frustration and ask. Spend a few 
minutes journaling through what you may be thinking 
and what you are hearing from the Lord! 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance.4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you 
lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you.  
 

- James 1:2-5 
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4.2 

TUESDAY 
 

 
 
The rebuilding of the temple was a project that the Lord called the 
people of Israel to do as a part of his renewing initiative to draw them 
back into relationship with him. But when the surrounding opposition 
put a stop to the building project, do you wonder whether that also put 
a halt on their renewing relationship with God? 
 
When you are involved in a project or program for God’s kingdom work 
and some kind of opposition tries to defeat your efforts or bring the 
project to a halt, what is your first response toward God?  Do you allow 
the frustration to cause you to doubt God? Or is God trustworthy and 
do we need to look at the situation as an opportunity to mature and 
grow in your relationship with him? 
 

 

As you face frustrations in your day, notice your 
attitude toward God. Do you notice Trust or Doubt? 
Are you aware of a willingness to learn and grow 
from the situation or a shut down in your walk with 
God? 

    

Meditate on James 1:2-3 and write a prayer of trust 
about your situation, offering it to Jesus. 
 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.4 Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you.  
 

- James 1:2-5 
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4.3 

WEDNESDAY 
 

 
 
James 1 carries on the big theme of Ezra 4 that, ‘As renewal begins, we 
are to expect opposition’.  Even though the people of God may 
encounter what seems like one obstacle after another to the process of 
renewal, it really is part of a greater story of God’s work of change and 
renewal in the lives of his people, which at times might seem slow. Our 
journey of renewal in God is also full of stops and starts. Renewal is 
never a quick fix. It is a road full of challenges and steps to the process. 
 

 

Like the people in Ezra’s time, we also are a people 
on a journey of renewal in our relationship with God. 
As disciples of Jesus, we are learning his ways and 
learning to trust his transforming work in our lives. 
Even when things might seem like they are at stand 
still, we are slowly, step by step, being made new in 
Christ. 
  
Reflect on the words below of Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin, SJ and take the prayer “Lord, help me to 
trust in your slow work of renewal in my life” with you 
throughout the day. 
 
(continued…) 
 
 
Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.4 Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you.  
 

- James 1:2-5 
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4.4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
We are quite naturally impatient in everything, 
To reach the end without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way 
To something unknown 
Something new. 
  
And yet it is the law of all progress 
That it is made by passing through 
Some stages of instability-- 
And that it may take a very long time.  
 

    

What stands out most to you in the words of Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin, SJ? End your day by writing 
your own prayer of trust in God’s renewing work in 
your life.  
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4.5 

THURSDAY 
 

 
 
As God’s laborers were rebuilding the temple in Ezra 4, their 
surrounding enemies used lies to put a stop to their work. We also are 
God’s laborers, as we work hard to be disciples and make disciples of 
Jesus. Our enemy, Satan, uses lies in an attempt to put a stop to our 
work in Christ. Yet, James 1 reveals that even those trials against our 
relationship with Jesus can be used by God for our ultimate benefit.   
 

 
 
 

 

Ask God today to give you the ability to discern the 
lying “voices“ of our culture and how they have an 
effect on you. Make a note of what you are noticing. 

    

Tonight, try to make two lists. Make a list of lies you 
might be tempted to believe about God or about 
yourself, or about others. And for every lie, make a 
corresponding list of truths from God’s Word that 
combat each lie.  
 
Consider getting together with another Christian 
friend or small group, sharing and praying through 
your lists. 
 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.4 Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you.  
 

- James 1:2-5 
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4.6 

FRIDAY 
 

In pastor Tim's sermon, he says that renewal with God should expect 
opposition. In our expectation of opposition, we can either be clouded 
by fear or we can prepare to face it with confidence that God gives us 
the armor to withstand the tactics of the enemy.  
 

Read Ephesians 6:10 - 18 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel 
of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the 
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for 
all the Lord’s people. 
 

 

As you begin your day, what do you need to do to 
put on the “full armor of God” in preparation for 
opposition that might come your way today? 
Consider one image that God is putting on your heart 
that you can pray about throughout your day. 

    

"And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people." 
This evening devote some time to pray. Who of the 
"Lord's people" comes to mind, that you could be 
praying for as you close your day? 
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4.7 

SATURDAY 
 

 
 
The picture of renewal that is beginning to emerge from the book of 
Ezra is that its all about “Chasing after our God who is chasing after us”. 
The image of God chasing after us no matter the circumstance, no 
matter the opposition, because He loves us is one that truly allows us to 
find “pure joy” (James 1:2).  
 

 

 

As you have considered where God has been 
chasing after you even in trials and opposition this 
week - where have you found your heart beginning to 
long to chase after Him more? Review where God 
has taken you this week. In those places of the heart 
that stick out to you, invite God to continue to stir in 
you the desire, the courage, and the grace to begin 
to respond. 
 

    

Tonight before bed, read ahead into the book of 
Ezra. Tomorrow, Joel Skinner, one of our elders, will 
be teaching from the Ezra chapters 5 and 
6.  Familiarize yourself with this text as you prepare to 
meet with God to worship together with His people in 
the morning. 
 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.4 Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you.  
 

- James 1:2-5 
 
 


