
  
Week 6 

Oct 28 - Nov 3 
2018 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ezra 5-6 

(and Haggai 1) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
.

“Renewal happens  
according to God’s timetable, 

 not ours.” 
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6.1 

MONDAY 
 

After listening to Joel’s sermon on Ezra 5-6, read over Haggai 1:7-15 as 
well as Zechariah 1:1-3. Since we are looking at Ezra through the lens 
of seeing how God renews His people, it is only appropriate that we turn 
to hear from the prophets themselves, whom God raised up to 
reinvigorate the people’s pursuit for renewal from God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

During the day today, take time to reflect on how 
God had gone about reinvigorating the Israelites’ 
pursuit of renewed relationship with Him. Consider 
how He might be actively reinvigorating your own 
relationship with Him. 

    

Being reinvigorated by God assumes that in some 
way we have stalled out in our pursuit for relationship 
with Him. Often we think that we have to be the 
initiators in our relationship with God - we just have 
to white knuckle it and try harder. But these 
passages show that God is always the initiator. Take 
a moment and ask God, “In what areas of my life 
have I stalled out?” Spend a few minutes journaling 
through what comes to mind as you listen to God. 
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6.2 

TUESDAY 
 

 
 
Last week, we found that the building of God's Temple had been stalled 
due to opposition. In Haggai 1:9-10 we find that it's not merely 
opposition stalling God's renewal, but it's also the people's apathy to 
follow through on His instruction to build the Temple. 
 

 

Read over Haggai 1:9-10 a few times. As you read it 
over silently reflect: What is the state of your own 
journey of renewal with God? In what ways do you 
feel stalled in the journey? How much of this is due to 
genuine roadblocks of opposition? How much is due 
to your own apathy? Take some time to dialogue 
with God about the state of your journey of renewal 
with Him. 
 

    

Find a quiet place where you can spend a few 
minutes reviewing the state of your journey of 
renewal with God. How do you feel about it in light of 
the day you've had? Do you feel encouraged or 
discouraged? Spend some time considering with 
God how He might be redirecting you to draw nearer 
to Him. 
 

9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What 
you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the Lord 
Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while 
each of you is busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, 
because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the 
earth its crops.  
 

- Haggai 1:9-10 
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6.3 

WEDNESDAY 
 

 
 
In both Haggai and Zechariah, the idea of God being present with His 
people ends the passages: “I am with you” (Haggai) and then “return to 
me and I will return to you” (Zechariah). In some sense, the knowledge 
of God's presence kicks their following Him back into gear and out of 
the stalled position. Sometimes if we just know God is with us, our 
entire perspective, and therefore circumstances, can change.  
 

 
  

 

Here’s something to try:  Today, choose one normal, 
regular part of your day and intentionally 
acknowledge God’s presence with you. Perhaps 
while driving to work and back – pause when you get 
in your car and welcome God’s presence there with 
you. Or it could be while preparing a meal or even 
when changing a diaper!  Pause periodically 
throughout the day to welcome God’s presence with 
you and to invite Him into your day. 
 

    

Reflect back on this practice today; how did you 
notice God’s presence?  How did it change your 
experience of those parts of your day? Finish your 
day by thanking God for His continued presence with 
you and delight in His presence with you even while 
you sleep. 

3 Therefore tell the people: This is what the Lord Almighty 
says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will 
return to you,’ says the Lord Almighty. 

- Zechariah 1:3 
 
13 Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of 
the Lord to the people: “I am with you,” declares the Lord.  

- Haggai 1:13 
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6.4 

THURSDAY 
 

 
 
Renewal, as we have seen, requires seeking God and God alone. We've 
seen the rocky road of the Israelites as they learn this lesson over and 
over again. To pursue God alone means to turn towards Him and 
pursue Him as our ultimate goal. The Israelites had stopped seeking the 
Lord, and were focused on their own lives, apart from God. So He tells 
them, return to me, and I will return to you (Zech 1:3).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

If you are seeking God's return in your life, are there 
any places you can think of where you need to turn 
towards Him and pursue Him?  What is competing 
for your attention and focus that might be keeping 
your eyes off Him? Is there a place in your life that 
God is asking you to return to Him?  
 

    

Reach out to a friend to talk about this. Ask them to 
pray with you.  
 

3 Therefore tell the people: This is what the Lord Almighty 
says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will 
return to you,’ says the Lord Almighty. 

- Zechariah 1:3 
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6.5 

FRIDAY 
 

 
 
While the building of temple remained at a standstill, the people 
neglected God’s house and turned to build up their own houses. As 
their focus shifted away from God’s interest and toward their own self-
interest, it’s all too easy to imagine that the focus of their identity and 
their treasure also shifted. The same can be true for us today, if we get 
caught up in “building our own houses,” by caring and stressing over 
our own agendas, we too can neglect the God who dwells in us as our 
sole treasure. 
 
(continued…) 
 
  

2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The 
time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.’” 
 

3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet 
Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your 
paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” 
 

5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful 
thought to your ways.6 You have planted much, but harvested 
little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never 
have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn 
wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 
 

7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to 
your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and bring down 
timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it 
and be honored,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much, but 
see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I 
blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of 
my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with 
your own house. 

- Haggai 1:2-9 
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6.6 

FRIDAY 
(continued…) 

 

 

Take God’s word form Haggai 1:7: “Give careful 
thought to your ways”, with you as you go about 
your day. Take notice of the things you are most 
concerned about. What does that tell you about what 
you treasure most? Are you focusing more on 
building up your own house? Or are you focusing 
more on nurturing and delighting in God’s dwelling in 
you? How can you respond to the Lord and open 
more space for God... 

    

Continue to “Give careful thought to your ways” as 
you journal tonight. What are specific ways that you 
can hold more loosely to the treasures of the world in 
order to cling to God’s dwelling in you as your 
greatest treasure? Finish by writing out a simple 
prayer of worship to God, expressing His great worth 
in your life. 
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6.7 

SATURDAY 
 
Now being over half way through the book of Ezra, the picture of 
renewal that is put on display has shown its true colors. As we’ve seen 
again and again, renewal is harder, longer, and more challenging than 
what many of us might have initially hoped for. But we’ve also seen how 
patient and committed God is to see His project of renewal through with 
His people.  
 

 

 

Review your week with God. After a full week of 
processing our own proclivity to get stalled in our 
pursuit for a renewed relationship with God, in what 
ways has God shown you His patience and 
commitment to lead you deeper still in relationship 
with Him? Talk it through with Him in prayer. 

    

Tonight before bed, read ahead into the book of 
Ezra. Tomorrow, Jake Brooks will be teaching from 
Ezra chapters 7 and 8, as well as Nehemiah 8:1-18. 
Familiarize yourself with these texts as you prepare to 
meet with God to worship together with His people in 
the morning. 


