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Ezra 10 

 

 
  
As we encounter the mess of life, and even the messiness of walking in the 
way of renewal with God, we recognize that renewal points to our need for 
Jesus! As the people of the Old Testament longed for God to send the 
promised Messiah, we on this side of the cross, long for Jesus’ return 
when he will make all things right. So this week, as we reflect on all that we 
have learned in Ezra about how God initiates renewed relationship with a 
rescued people, let us review some of the themes and practices that will 
point us near to Jesus.

We can experience true renewal today... but a better 
renewal is coming! 
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4.1 

MONDAY 
 

 
 

The sermon on Ezra 1 homed in on the idea of how we all crave renewal 
in our lives. But when we seek renewal as our ultimate goal, we can so 
easily miss the mark. Ezra 1 teaches us that we must be focused on 
first seeking the Lord, just as He invited us to back in Jeremiah 29 in the 
text above. We can't seek the Lord just for what we get out of it; we 
seek God Himself and a relationship with Him!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In what ways do you find yourself seeking something 
God gives us instead of seeking God Himself? Ask 
God to reveal Himself to you in new ways today and 
look for His presence with you, not for his “presents.”  
  

    

Did you catch any new glimpses of God today? What 
made it difficult for you to see or hear from the Lord 
during your day? Journal or tell a friend about the 
things that increase your awareness of God’s 
presence with you.   

13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord...  

 
-Jeremiah 29:13-14 
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4.2 

TUESDAY 
 

 
 
In Ezra 3, God was clearly bringing about renewal in the life of his 
people. However, not everything was perfect or easy; there was fear 
and rubble to deal with. The new inhabitants of Jerusalem were 
vulnerable and afraid. There also would have been many hardships in 
relocating, making new homes and fields, and establishing new order, 
roles, and leadership. Despite their circumstances, the people chose to 
remember God’s love and goodness.  

 

 

Is your experience of God’s love for you dependent 
on circumstances? Do you only sense God’s love 
when things are going well? Or are you able to see 
beyond your circumstances, knowing that God‘s 
goodness and love are steadfast? Talk to Jesus 
honestly about your ability to accept his love for you, 
regardless of your how you may feel about yourself 
or regardless of your circumstances.  

    

Ask the Lord tonight for a softened heart in places 
that have felt hardened toward believing his love and 
his goodness. Look up Ephesians 3:16-21 and pray 
Paul’s prayer for yourself as you ask Jesus to know 
his love more fully.  

3 Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built the 
altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to 

the Lord, both the morning and evening sacrifices.  
11 With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord: “He is 

good; his love toward Israel endures forever.”  
 

-Ezra 3:3, 11 
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4.3 

WEDNESDAY 
 

 
 
As God’s laborers were rebuilding the temple in Ezra 4, their 
surrounding enemies used lies to put a stop to their work. We also are 
God’s laborers, as we work hard to be disciples and make disciples of 
Jesus. Our enemy, Satan, uses lies in an attempt to put a stop to our 
work in Christ. Yet, James 1 reveals that even trials that want to 
threaten our relationship with Jesus can be used by God to help us 
grow stronger in a renewed relationship with him.  
 

 
 

 

Ask God today to give you the ability to discern the 
lying “voices“ of our culture and how they have an 
effect on you. Make a note of what you become 
aware of.  

    

Tonight, try to make two lists. Make a list of lies you 
might be tempted to believe about God or about 
yourself, or about others. And for every lie, make a 
corresponding list of truths from God’s Word that 
combat each lie.  
Consider getting together with another Christian 
friend or small group, sharing and praying through 
your lists.  

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.4 Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you. 

-James 1:2-5 
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4.4 

THURSDAY 
 

 
 
Ezra 5 and 6 connects us to the words of the prophets, Haggai and 
Zechariah, to see how God led the people out of their stalled out 
posture toward God. Here we find the idea of God being present with 
His people as a central theme: “I am with you” (Haggai) and then “return 
to me and I will return to you” (Zechariah). In some sense, the 
knowledge of God's presence kicks their following Him back into gear 
and out of the stalled position. Sometimes if we just know God is with 
us, our entire perspective can change.  

 

 

Here’s something to try: Today, choose one normal, 
regular part of your day and intentionally 
acknowledge God’s presence with you. Perhaps 
while driving to work and back – pause when you get 
in your car and welcome God’s presence there with 
you. Or it could be while preparing a meal or even 
when changing a diaper! Pause periodically 
throughout the day to welcome God’s presence with 
you and to invite Him into your day.  

    

Reflect back on this practice today; how did you 
notice God’s presence? How did it change your 
experience of those parts of your day? Finish your 
day by thanking God for His continued presence with 
you and delight in His presence with you even while 
you sleep.  

3 Therefore tell the people: This is what the Lord Almighty 
says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will 

return to you,’ says the Lord Almighty. 
- Zechariah 1:3 

 
13 Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of 
the Lord to the people: “I am with you,” declares the Lord. 

- Haggai 1:13 
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4.5 

FRIDAY 
 

 
 
In Ezra 7 and 8, we learn that Ezra has come on the scene, devoting 
himself to publically read and teach God’s Word. As the people of God 
heard the Law (the first 5 books of the Bible) being read by Ezra, much 
of what they heard was the story of a relentless, loving God rescuing his 
people from their captivity in Egypt. Oh, how that must have refreshed 
their souls to realize that the same loving and faithful acts of God had 
rescued them, and from Babylonian/Persian captivity!  
 

 

This morning, try choosing a song that speaks about 
your story of rescue through Jesus and sing it in 
your heart throughout the day. Notice how 
remembering the continuing story of God’s rescue 
from our captivity of sin and death and the 
faithfulness of God refreshes your soul today.  

    

Sing the song you chose again, as you are falling 
asleep, and let the remembrance of God’s great 
rescue restore your soul and give you rest tonight.  

 

2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest 
brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of 
men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He 
read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square 

before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and 
others who could understand. And all the people listened 

attentively to the Book of the Law. 
-Nehemiah 8:2-3 

  

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. 
-Psalm 19:7 
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4.6 

SATURDAY 
 

 
 
The end of Ezra’s prayer, in Chapter 9, “Here we are before you in our 
guilt, though because of it not one of us can stand in your presence”, 
states the human condition in a nutshell and our need for a savior. But 
when we know Jesus, then we know the only One who can stand in 
God’s presence! As our perfect Savior, he stands in the Father’s 
presence on our behalf, so that we, through faith in Jesus, can also 
stand in God’s presence! How amazing is this forgiveness! How 
amazing is God’s grace! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Saturday continued…) 

“Here we are before you in our guilt, though because of it not 
one of us can stand in your presence.” 

-Ezra 9: 15 
  

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

-John 1:8-9  
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4.7 

(Saturday continued…) 
 

 

 

As we consider our sinfulness before God and 
practice confession by owning up to the ways we 
have been unfaithful and hurtful to our Lord, we will 
experience a heightened awareness of how amazing 
our salvation through Jesus’ death and resurrection 
really is. Do you have a heightened sense of 
gratitude for God’s forgiveness?  
  
If so, as a way of responding with gratitude for 
God’s forgiveness, ask God to help you to go 
through your day, with a desire and a decision to be 
forgiving of others as he has forgiven you. Expect to 
encounter a situation today in which you will have 
the opportunity to respond with a forgiving heart.  

    

Recall the events and relationships of the day. How 
many times did you have an opportunity to forgive 
as God has forgiven you? Talk to God about what 
you are learning about confession and forgiveness. 
Rest in your bed tonight with gratitude for God’s 
amazing forgiveness.  


