
 

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. 
“Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and 
others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to 
their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 
31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 
Luke 5:27 - 32 

GOING	DEEPER	

	
 

OUR PAST DOES NOT DISQUALIFY US FROM BEING ABLE TO FOLLOW 
GOD INTO THE “NEXT CHAPTER” OF LIFE WITH HIM. 

 
This week as we looked at the story of Levi, the tax collector, we noticed how Jesus 
treated him and saw in him something that others did not see. Though Levi was 
despised by many for his participation in a Roman tax system that was full of 
corruption, greed, and exploitation, Jesus approached him with an invitation to follow 
him. Though Levi may have been hiding behind a callous mask of indifference and 
heartless power, Jesus saw the “real” Levi, who would become the transformed 
disciple, whom we know as Matthew, who penned the first Gospel. Jesus called Levi, a 
man with a sinful past, and offered him grace, forgiveness, and a new life of walking 
with him and learning alongside his other disciples. In the same way, God offers a way 
out for those of us who feel we are held hostage by our past. For our past is no match 
for the redemption of Christ! For Jesus did not come for those who say, “I’m fine, I’ve 
got this”, refusing to peel back the masks that cover their need for God. Instead, Jesus 
came to call those who acknowledge their sin and humbly say, “God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.” 

 
THIS	WEEK:	

Reflection: In conjunction with Luke 5: 27-32, read the parable of the Pharisee and 
the tax collector in Luke 18: 9-14. 

  
Who do you identity with most?  
Are you glad you are not like other people who have a past, or struggle 
with sin? Are you quick to compare yourself to others and judge them? 
What might this say about your heart and what masks you don’t even 
know you are wearing? 
Or are you painfully aware of your need for God’s mercy? 
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Are you willing to, step by step, peel the back your masks of hiding from 
God and let him in to love you, heal you, and transform you for the “Next 
Chapter” of life with him? 
  

Application: In considering the process of peeling back the false masks we wear to 
hide from others or from God or even ourselves, we must experience 
“sanctuary” - a safe place that is without judgment or shock. The church 
should be that safe place. We must be the sanctuary for others! 

  
 How can you be a sanctuary for another person who wants to follow 

Jesus into the “Next Chapter”? How can you be a good listener and 
non-judgmental encourager for another? How can you pray for another 
without trying to fix them? How can you support another with questions 
that point to the truth and grace of Jesus? Call someone God has been 
putting on your heart and invite him or her to get together and talk about 
what might be his or her “Next Chapter” with God.  

  
 How can you find sanctuary for your soul? Who has God been putting on 

your heart to ask if they might hear your story, pray with you, or explore 
with you what God might be inviting in your “Next Chapter” with Jesus? 
Are you willing to peel back your mask as you talk honestly and humbly 
with God? Begin by praying. 

 Are you willing to trust a friend and ask for prayer and a listening ear? 
Take the initiative and make a date. 

 
	

	


