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WE HAVE HOPE,  

HIS NAME IS JESUS. 
 As we begin our study in the letter of 1 Thessalonians, we cannot miss the purpose for this 

letter. Paul, Silas, and Timothy, the authors of the letter, were ripped apart from the gathering at 
this little fledgling church in the city of Thessalonica. During their brief time together, God stirred 
in the people’s hearts and the Good News of Jesus came in power – and they also underwent 
immense pressure and persecution from those outside the church. The question in Paul’s mind 
was – Will they hold onto hope when their world is crashing in around them? So, Paul sent 
Timothy back to find out what happened – and this letter is that very first moment where Paul 
can speak to this gathering again. Paul is overjoyed and thankful – and this letter is written to 
encourage the Thessalonian Church to continue “more and more” in the hope they Have in 
Jesus.  
 

Paul, Silas, and Timothy,  

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace and peace to you.  

2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our 
prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by 
faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

 1 Thessalonians 1:1-3 
 

THIS WEEK:  
 
Reflection: How do you stay hopeful in uncertainty? Does it feel like you have to muster up the 

strength to convince yourself to keep going? Or does Jesus’ promise for the future 
sculpt the way you view the present? Does knowing Jesus steadfast presence in your 
life change everything? Spend time this week sitting with Jesus’ promises. Consider 
reading the picture of God’s plan to “make all things new” in Revelation 21.  

 
Application: 

 
How will you ‘put on the hope’ you have in Jesus this week – that God’s promises for 
the future would give you direction when life feels chaotic, confusing, or uncertain? 
Journal about this, share with a friend, or perhaps ask for help from your small 
group.   
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