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9 Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been 
taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout 

Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11 and to make it your 
ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as 

we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be 
dependent on anybody. 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 

 

 
LOVE EACH OTHER MORE AND MORE THAT OUR NEIGHBORS 

MAY SEE OUR HOPE IN JESUS 
 

In the Fourth chapter of I Thessalonians Paul gives basic instructions on how we should live on order to 
please God.  In verses 1-8 which we looked at last week Paul speaks about sexual immorality.  This week 
in verses 9-12 Paul focuses on how we as part of God’s family have been taught by God to love each 
other.  Even though the Thessalonians have been doing well at loving each other, Paul encourages them 
to do so more and more. There are 3 areas which Paul specifically identifies that the Thessalonians 
should work on.  As Christians we love each other as we lead a quiet life, as we mind our own business, 
and as we work when we have the opportunity so that we don’t unnecessarily burden others around us. 
 

 

THIS WEEK:  
  
Reflection: Paul first compliments the Thessalonians for the way they love each other (I Thess. 4:9-

10).   Think about some of the ways in the past month that you have shown love, 
sacrifice or service toward others at home, among friends, or your church community.  
Be encouraged, God is working in you, as he was in Thessalonian church. As we look at 
the three areas that Paul specifically mentions in verses 11 and 12: what are some of the 
characteristics of living a quiet life?  How does living a quiet life help us to love each 
other better? What does it mean for a Christian to mind their own business?  How is it 
that minding your own business helps you to love the people around you?  Look at Matt 
7:3-5, what are ways we judge others, and how can we love and forgive rather than 
judge? What does it mean for a Christian to work with Your hands, so that you will not be 
dependent on anyone to support you?   What ways can you pitch in, work hard? 
 
 

Application: Who are the people that God has put in your life who could benefit from you loving 
them more and more (among your Family members, Co-workers, neighbors, fellow 
students, friends)? How can our love be more genuine, compassionate, forgiving and 
sacrificial, (in short – more like Jesus)?   
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